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Antoinette, in that the vindictive public charged her with
all the faults of a regime that had gained the hatred of
a whole nation.    It is certain that Marie Antoinette
merited the title of " the Austrian " no more than the
Empress deserved to be held up to public hatred as " the
German."    On this precise point I do not hesitate to
speak explicitly:   never did the consort of Nicholas II.
have the shadow of a tendency to betray the interests of
Russia.    Stranger as she was by birth and by education
to the country of her adoption,  confined within the
artificial atmosphere of the Court, and seeing men and
things through a distorting prism, as it were, it is no
wonder that she misunderstood the real aspirations of
the Russian people, but it was in all sincerity and in the
honest conviction that she was a Russian of the Russians
when she favoured the antiquated methods of the ultra-
conservatives and believed in the attachment of Russia
for all the forms of autocracy.    Never to my knowledge
did she seek to dissuade the Emperor from his fidelity
to the French alliance. On the contrary, that alliance,
in the eyes of the two Sovereigns, was beyond discussion*
It is true that the Empress Alexandra was unfriendly to
the rapprochement with England, and gave her opinions
very freely on that subject during my negotiations with
the Cabinet of London, but at that time she did not play
the prominent part in politics that she assumed later,
and I never had reason to complain of any interference
by her in those negotiations.
This is all that I can say of my own knowledge with
regard to the Empress Alexandra. I Vrill not touch upon
the influence that her religious hysteria produced upon
Nicholas II., nor upon the delicate subject of the pro-
tection which she accorded to Raspoutine. I can throw
ao new light on those two points, and my testimony